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PATENT TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Information Disclosure Statement 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 2023 1 

Sir: 

This is an Information Disclosure Statement submitted under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97 within 
the time specified under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(b). 

In order to comply with applicant's duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, the U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office is notified of the documents which are listed on the attached 
Form PTO/SB/08A and which the Examiner may deem relevant to patentability of the claims 
of the above-identified application. One copy of each of the listed documents is. submitted 
herewith. 

Further, enclosed is a copy of a German office action fi-om a counterpart German 
patent application citing A1-A3, together with an English-language translation of the German 
office action indicating the degree of relevance found by the German Intellectual Property 



The present Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the mailing date of 
the first Office Action on the merits, and therefore no Statement Under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) or 
fee under 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(p) is required. 



Office. 



Applicants: Karlheinz WINTER et al. 



St 

In view of the above, no further translation or statement of relevance is required, and 

as all requirements of 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97 and all official guide lines pertaining to Information 

Disclosure Statements have been complied with, and it is therefore respectfully requested that 

the Examiner consider the documents and make them of record. 

Please charge any necessary fee or credit any overpayment in connection with this 
Information Disclosure Statement to Deposit Account No. 22-0261 . 



Respectfully submitted. 




Venable LLP 
P.O. Box 34385 



Washington, D.C. 20043-9998 

Telephone: (202)344-4800 
Telefax: (202)344-8300 

PC Docs: 493138 
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GERMAN PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Rehau AG + Co 
Rheniumhaus 



German Patent and Trademark Office - 80297 Miinchen 



Miinchen, August 7, 2003 
Telephone: (089)2195-4564 
File Number: 102 51 152.7-16 
Applicant No: 2742497 
REHAU AG + Co. 



95111 Rehau 



Please include file number and applicant with 
all submissions and payments 



appropriate items marked with [x] or 
filled out! 



Request for examination made effective November 18, 2002 



Submitted: 



received: 



Further examination of the above-mentioned patent application has led to the 
following result. A period of 



is provided for a response, which starts with the date of delivery. 

Respectively two copies of all documents, which may be enclosed with the 
response (e.g. patent claims, description, text passages from the description, drawings) 
must be submitted on separate pages. Only one copy of the response itself is required. 

If the patent claims, the description of the drawings are changed during the course 
of the examination procedure, the applicant must list individually the location in the 
original documents where the inventive features, described in the new documents, can be 
found, provided the changes are not suggested by the German Patent and Trademark 
Office itself. 

[X] The following cited references are mentioned for the first time in this Office 
Action (the same numbering applies to the continued procedure): 



The applicant of a patent application filed efTectivc after January 1, 1987 in the Federal Republic of Germany, can file a 
design patent (utility model), relating to the same subject matter, and can simultaneously claim the date of the 
application of the earlier patent application. This divisional (§ % of the Utility Model Act) is possible until the end of 2 
months following the end of the month in which the patent has been withdrawn due to a legal rejection, voluntarily or a 
fictional withdrawal, an objection procedure has been concluded or - in case of a patent granting - the period of 
objection to the granting of the patent has expired without result. Detailed information on the requirements for filing a 
utility model application, including the divisional, is contained in the Information Sheet for Utility Model Applicants 
(G 6181), which can be obtained free of cost from the German Patent and Trademark office and the patent information 
centers. 



4 months 



Reference to the Option of Filing a Divisional Design Patent 



1) DE 22 20 147 A 

2) DE 22 34 386 A 

3) DE2754 877B1 



DeUtsches Patent- und Markensimt 



MOncherr, den ■ '7-.AugusC2003 
telefon: (q 89)2195 - 4564 



« 2602 . 



Deutsches Patent^ und Maricenamt * 8D297 MOhchen 



A.k tenzei Chen: 102 51 1 52,7^>iC 
Ihr-Zeinhen: 02. 0 96 
Antne Idernr i : 2742 497 
REHAU AG + Co. ' 



REHM5 AG + Co 
Rhen? umha us 

95111 Rehau 



BHte Afctenzefchen und AnmeMer bol' 
alien Bngatien und Zahlungen aiigeben 



. Ziitreffendes ist ahgekreuzt \Ei und/oderausgefClltl- 



Prufiingsaifitrag, Einzahlungstag am iS. November 2002 



EIngabe voiti 



eingegangen am 



Die Prufung der dben genahnten Patentanmeldung hat zii dern nachstehehden Erget)nis gefuhrt 
Zur AuRerung wirdeine Frist von ' 

:\'4.Moriiat(en)/-. 
gewahrti^die'mltder Zusteilung.beglnnt ; . 

Fur Unterlagen, die der AuBeriing gegebenenfells t)eigefugt werden (z.B. Beschreibung. Beschreibungsteife Patentanspriiche,. 
Zeichnungen)t.sind je zwei Ausfertigungen auf gesoriderten Slattern erforderlich. Die AuOerling selbst .wird nur in einfacher 
Ausfertigurig behotigt^ ^ ' ...y^ .... . ... • . ■.^■"*"'- ' 

Werden die Beschreibung, die Patentarispruche odertlie Zetehnungen im Laufe des Verfahrens. geandert so hat der Anmelder. 
sofem die Andemngen hicht:vbm Delitschen. Patent- und Mairkervamt vorgeschlagen.sind. im Ejnzelneh anzugebe^ ah welcher ! 
SteKe die in den heuen Unterfageh beschriebeneh Erfindurigsmerkmaie In den ursprunglichen Untertagen offient^aFt slrtd. 

^ In diesem Bescheid sind folgehde Entgegierlhaltungen erstmalig gehannt. (Bei deren Nummerieaing gilt diese auch furdas 
weltere yerfahren):. ' . ' ■ , . . ' • • • 



Hinweiaauf dieMSgfichkeitderGebraUchs^ . 

Per Anmeider.einer mil VVirkung fur dle BundBsrepuuiik Deutschlarid eingereichtcn PstentsnnieldLing kann eine Gebrauchsmi^teranmelduhg. 
die den gleichen Gegenstand betrifft, .anreichen und gleichzeitig den Anmeldetag der friiheren Patentanmeldung in Anspruch hehimeh. Diese 
Abzweigung {§ 5 Gebrauchsmust^esetz) .1st bis zurri Ablauf von 2 Monaten' nach -dem Ende des Monats nifiglich, in dem. die 
Patentanmeldung durch rechtslcraftige Zuruckweisung. freiwillige Rucknahme Oder . Rucknahmefiktion eriedigt eih Elnspruchsverfahren 
abgeschlossen oder • im Falle der Erteilung des Patents - die Frist fur die Beschweride gegen den Erteilungst)esch(uss firuchtios verstrichen ist. 
Ausfuhrliche Infomiationen uber die Erfordemlsse einer'Gebrauchsmusteranmeldung. einschlie&llch der Abzweigung, enthalt das Merkblatt fur 
Gebrauchsmusteranmelder (G 61 81 ). welches kdstenlos beim Deutschen Patent- und l\4arkenamt und den Patentinfbnhatlonszentren erhaltlich . 
'St "* . , . ■ u ' . . ■ ■ ' ' \ '•.'\ • 

AhnahmeSt lie und. Hauptoetiude' H3U»adresso(furFracht) ' Telafoo (089) 219M Bank: . 

Ki uaL^ ti ZMeibriickenstrafia 12 - Deutsches Patent- und Martenamt • Telefax (089) 21S5-2221 BBkMCnchen.. 

NacniDnencasten Zi««briickenstf«Q«5-7(Breilerhaf) r 'ZtiMtcka^^ . bttermfc httpVAw^ . Kb-NrliTDO 01054 

flUf' . . ' Markenalitenungen: '80331 Munchen 612:70000000' 

ZwelbruckenstraBe12 

P 2401.1 s-BahnanschHiss Ire ^ Ziweibrudcenstr. 12 (Haup^ebSude) • I Qndfina&trafia: 

08.00 lliiinchniw VartEeluaMiiid'~"i^ "S^SSitSS&iiS^^TijB^^ '"'("S^RaKesleiio PasangSrti^""'" - ' ~" ^ > • — ; 

05/01 Tartrveitund(MW): ' • .'^ . 81 - S8 Haltestelle Isartor Bu8S8 /99(abS-Bahn(iof GIsslne^HaltsstoOeCinclnnatlstraae 
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1. DE 22 20 147 A 

2. DE 22 34 386 A 

3. DE27 54 877B1 



